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Why does it 

matter?
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Picture credit: Real Medicine Foundation: Sri Lanka



Macedonia, 1998





P
ic

tu
re

 c
re

d
it
: 

Y
a
y
a
s
a
n
 I

D
E

P
 f
o
u
n
d
a
ti
o

n
 &

 R
a
m

a
 S

u
ry

a
 

Indonesia earthquake





Pakistan earthquake



Unicef PakistanPakistan earthquake



P
ic

tu
re

 c
re

d
it
: 
A

li 
M

a
c
la

in
e

Bangladesh cyclone



P
ic

tu
re

 c
re

d
it: A

li M
a
c
la

in
e

Bangladesh cyclone



USA hurricane USA hurricane



Colombia floods

Colombia floods

Colombia floods



Colombia floods



Mozambique floods

Rositha - born in a tree



Balkans war 



Balkans war 
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Lebanon conflict



Breastfeeding 

saves lives in 

emergencies all 

over the world



Angola



Nagasaki, Japan. World 

War II

Ukranian Mother in World 

War II



Picture credit: BBFBangladesh cyclone
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Bangladesh cycloneVenezuala, post flood



Lebanon war, 2006
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Infants who are not 

breastfed are far more 

likely to get sick and die



U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Heidi Schaap.Kosovo 2003





Emergencies are risky 

for U2s



Zaire
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Pakistan, post-earthquake

A
s
a
d
 Z

a
id

i,
 U

N
IC

E
F

 P
a
k
is

ta
n



Aceh post-tsunami 
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Bangladesh



Bangladesh cyclone



Bangladesh, 2007. People queuing 

for relief items after cyclone
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Bangladesh cyclone
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Pakistan, post-earthquake



Donations of 

breastmilk 

substitutes……..



Kurdistan, 1991
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Donations to Lebanon
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Gaza

Indonesia



…and untargeted 

distributions of breastmilk 

substitutes……..
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Sri Lanka, 2006



Lebanon, 2006
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Sri Lanka post-tsunami: Distribution to breastfeeding women



…..expose all infants 

to great risk



Lebanon war 

2006
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What is 

needed? 



A minimum 

response on IFE 

in every 

emergency



Pakistan, post earthquake, 2005



USA, hurricane response
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Tajikistan, refugee camp



Zaire (DRC), 1994



Don’t let 

misbeliefs undermine 

breastfeeding 



Vietnam conflict, 1990 
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Stress does not ‘dry up’ breastmilk 



Malnourished mothers can 

breastfeed



P
h
o
to

 c
re

d
it
: 
A

li 
M

a
c
la

in
e

M
a
a
ik

e
 A

rt
s
, 
U

N
IC

E
F

 P
a
k
is

ta
n

Tension cannot be passed to 

the baby

 

Mothers have a right to support

Mothers are strong



Skilled support



Afghanistan
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Zaire (DRC), 1994



Protective policy 

and an action plan





Capacity building





Timor, 2006



Optimal IYCF practices = 

Good emergency 

preparedness







Zimbabwe, 2005
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South Sudan



Are you ready?



This compilation was prepared by 

IFE Core Group members & collaborators, 

funded by the IASC Nutrition Cluster


