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Global Nutrition

Cluster Technical
Alliance Launch

n the 2nd December 2020, the Global

Nutrition Cluster (GNC) Technical

Alliance (formally Global Technical

Assistance Mechanism (GTAM)) was
officially launched via a webinar with over 300
participants. The Alliance is an initiative to
improve the quality of nutrition preparedness,
response and recovery by enabling and providing
coordinated, accessible and timely technical sup-
port through multiple channels where gaps exist.
It is led by the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), co-led by World Vision and supported
by a leadership team including Emergency Nutri-
tion Network (ENN), the GNC Coordination Team
and International Medical Corps and includes
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GNC partners and other actors working at a
global, regional and country level.

Broadly speaking, the Alliance enables practi-
tioners working at all levels to access existing
technical resources, guidance, country learnings
and capacity strengthening tools via the website
as well as technical support from experienced
nutrition advisors to answer questions or provide
more in-depth support (through either remote or
in-country support). When there is a need for
guidance on an emerging technical area and/or
challenging context, the Alliance brings together
experts in Global Thematic Working Groups
(GTWG) to rapidly develop interim guidance or
provide expert advice. These GTWGs develop

consensus driven ‘stop-gap’ guidance on emerg-
ing nutrition technical issues, where guidance is
lacking or evidence is inconclusive and will link
with the World Health Organization (WHO) rapid
or longer-term normative guidance development
processes where appropriate. ENN’s en-net plat-
form links directly to the Alliance in order that
technical issues put forward by practitioners can
inform the work of the GTWGs and so that prac-
titioners can input into this work.

Support from the Alliance is available to all
practitioners working in nutrition programmes in
all countries responding to or recovering from
emergency situations. You can ask a technical
question or request support by registering your
interest on the request form found on the GNC
Technical Alliance website.

For more information, visit the website:
https://ta.nutritioncluster.net/

Read the Strategic Intent (2021- 2023) of the
GNCTA here: https://ta.nutritioncluster.net/
sites/gtamcluster.com/files/2020-11/GNC%
20technical%20alliance_strategic%20intent
_Nov2020_final.pdf

Evidence and guidance notes on the

use of cash and voucher assistance for
nutrition outcomes in emergencies

he use of Cash and Voucher Assistance
(CVA) as a modality of humanitarian
assistance has increased rapidly over
recent years across all humanitarian
sectors. There is growing recognition that CVA
modalities can contribute to nutrition outcomes.
However, the use of CVA for this purpose has
been restricted likely due to the limited evidence
base and lack of familiarity of nutrition practition-
ers with CVA modalities and approaches. There
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has also been no guidance on why, when and
how to integrate cash and voucher modalities in
nutrition interventions, what information and
analysis is required to make these decisions and
how a CVA component should be designed to
maximise effectiveness and minimise risks. Cash-
Cap and the Global Nutrition Cluster have
attempted to address this gap through the devel-
opment of an evidence note and guidance note
to support nutrition sector partners to more rou-
tinely consider and, if appropriate, use CVA
modalities in emergency nutrition responses.’

The Evidence note provides an overview of
the evidence of the use of CVA for nutrition out-
comes in emergencies and identifies the most
common approaches and best practice to inte-
grate CVA in nutrition response. It starts by
linking CVA with the conceptual framework for
adequate maternal and child nutrition, introduc-
ing demand and supply side barriers to achieving
adequate nutrition and how cash and voucher
modalities can address them. The note also pro-
vides an overview of the impact of cash and
vouchers on the nutrition status of children and
the determinants of adequate nutrition, conclud-
ing that CVA alone is unlikely to be enough to
achieve nutrition outcomes. Lastly, based on
reviewed studies and programme documents,
the note identifies and assesses the main CVA
approaches for nutrition.

The Guidance note provides step-by-step
guidance throughout the humanitarian pro-
gramme cycle on the incorporation of CVA into a
nutrition response. Links are provided to addi-
tional resources and guidance to support
operationalisation. Measures are also identified
to help apply a nutrition lens to household cash
transfer, including entry points for improving the
potential of household cash transfers, including
multi-purpose cash, to contribute to nutrition
outcomes. The note concludes with recommen-
dations to the nutrition sector and other
humanitarian actors on key actions that are
required to more routinely consider and, if appro-
priate, use cash and voucher modalities in
nutrition in emergencies.

Due to the general lack of experience within
the nutrition sector to systematically consider
and use CVA modalities, the guidance note is
based on expert opinion and extensive consulta-
tion with nutrition practitioners. As such, it
should be regularly updated to reflect emerging
learning and experiences in considering and
using CVA modalities for nutrition outcomes.

1 CashCap and Global Nutrition Cluster. (2020). Evidence and
Guidance Note on the Use of Cash and Voucher Assistance
for Nutrition Outcomes in Emergencies.
https://www.nutritioncluster.net/resource_Evidence%20
and%20Guidance%20Note
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