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Nutrition for Growth 
Summit 2021

1 https://nutritionforgrowth.org/wp-content/uploads/ 
2021/04/Vision_Roadmap_4.6.2021.pdf 

2  https://www.childwasting.org/

I
n February 
2022, ENN pub-
lished a short 
brochure high-

lighting the ways 
in which the or-
ganisation pro-
vides support 

and collaborates with 
its research partners. Being recognised 
globally as a thought partner and con-
vener in nutrition, ENN prioritises ev-
idence-based research that drives prac-
tical solutions for people working in 
nutritional emergencies. It is looking 
for more research partners to become 
involved. The full Research Partner Brief 
can be found online at https://www.en-
nonline.net/researchpartners  
 

ENN’s research engagement prin-
ciples and practices are grounded in 
fair and collaborative partnerships to 
co-create evidence, recognising each 
partner’s full contributions, with an em-
phasis on open access research outputs. 
ENN believes that robust scientific evi-
dence which impacts and informs na-
tional and international policy and prac-
tice must build from national capacities 
and collaborative research partnerships. 
To this end, ENN is looking forward to 
developing a more diverse portfolio of 
research partnerships to continue the 
important work of capturing and sharing 
evidence that can lead to improvements 
in policy and practice. 
  

The Research Partner Brief provides 
a quick overview of the current types 
of research partnerships in place, how 
ENN supports partners across the re-
search cycle, the technical specialisms 
that ENN has to offer, highlights from 
ENN’s publication library, how ENN 
supports research dissemination, an 
overview of ENN’s impact in the research 
space and finally, a call for more people 
to collaborate on ENN’s work. The brief 
emphasises how the organisation is 
committed to further broadening its 
research collaborations and, in par-
ticular, how it wishes to support the 
increased localisation of research by 
establishing more partnerships in those 
countries affected by a high burden of 
undernutrition. 

ENN’s 
Research 
Partner Brief 

By the con-
clusion of the sum-
mit, 396 new nutri-
tion commitments 
(programmatic, policy and financial) were 
pledged by a total of 181 stakeholders from 78 
countries. Importantly, two countries with high 
burdens of malnutrition, Bangladesh and Indone-
sia, pledged to step up domestic programming 
and double down on policies to reduce malnutri-
tion. Donor governments, bilateral and multilateral 
development partners, civil society and other or-
ganisations committed new nutrition-specific and 
nutrition-sensitive financing of over USD 27 billion 
to tackle malnutrition in all its forms. 
  

Future accountability for all the N4G com-
mitments lies in the newly launched Nutrition 
Accountability Framework managed by the Glo-
bal Nutrition Report (GNR). This is designed to 
record the new commitments made, monitor 
their impact and sets out the requirements for 
SMART commitment formulation (Specific, 
Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound). 
Stakeholders are expected to report on their 
progress annually to the GNR. 
 

As well as the pledging summit itself, a large 
number of side events were held on a wide range 
of topics including nutrition financing, data gaps 
and data systems, the Global Action Plan on 
Child wasting2  and food systems. This sharing 
of evidence and the highlighting of opportunities 
has paved the way for the next N4G summit, to 
be hosted by France in Paris in 2024, where it is 
hoped that tangible results can be observed from 
the robust commitments made in Tokyo. 

T
he Tokyo Nutrition for Growth (N4G) Sum-
mit was held in December 2021 under 
the leadership of the Government of 
Japan. It was the third global pledging 

moment, designed to drive greater action toward 
ending malnutrition and helping ensure every-
one, everywhere can reach their full potential. 
 

This summit came at a critical time, midway 
through the United Nations (UN) Decade of Ac-
tion on Nutrition, with only five years remaining 
to achieve the World Health Assembly targets 
on maternal, infant and young child nutrition, 
and 10 years to reach the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals.  
 

The N4G Summit marked the culmination of 
the N4G Year of Action on nutrition launched in 
December 2020 by the Governments of Canada 
and Bangladesh. Guided by the N4G vision and 
roadmap1, commitment-making was at the 
heart of the summit and over the course of the 
Year of Action governments, business, multilat-
erals, donors, and other development partners 
were encouraged to make data-driven financial, 
policy, programmatic, or impact commitments 
covering one or more of three focus areas: 
1.   Health: Integrating nutrition into Universal 
      Health Coverage 
2.   Food: Transforming food systems, to  
      promote safe, sustainable, and healthy 
      diets (with important linkages to the UN 
      Food Systems Summit held in July 2021). 
3.   Resilience: Addressing malnutrition effec-
      tively in fragile and conflict-affected 
      contexts. 
 

The promotion of data-driven accountability 
and securing new investment and driving inno-
vation in nutrition financing cut across the above 
core areas. 
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