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News

The World 
Health 
Organization’s 
Nutrition Data 
Portal

L
aunched in 2022, the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO)’s Nutrition Data Portal 
provides access to multiple nutrition 
and related indicators. The interactive 

portal allows the user to visualise key indicators 
and country profiles, providing data search 
tools for easy navigation. The webpage currently 
comprises of three nutrition databases, further 
subdivided into smaller segments with more 
granular data. 
 
Micronutrients database: This database is an 
interactive platform collecting data published 
in reports and manuscripts on the micronutrient 
status of populations representative at the na-
tional level. The micronutrients database was 
first developed as part of the Vitamin and Min-
eral Nutrition Information System in 1991. 
After a comprehensive evaluation, the database 
has now been upgraded and expanded. The 
database now includes 40 indicators of the 

status of 17 micronutrients or micronutrient-
related conditions, covering both deficiency 
and excess. The database is searchable by mi-
cronutrient, country and population group.   
Child growth and malnutrition: This database 
comprises population-based surveys that fulfil 
a set of criteria. Data are checked for validity 
and consistency, and raw datasets are analysed 
following a standard procedure to obtain com-
parable results. The Global Database on Child 
Growth and Malnutrition, established in 1986, 
compiles, standardises and disseminates child 
anthropometric data from nutrition surveys 
conducted globally based on the WHO Child 
Growth Standards. Data are sourced from the 
Joint Child Malnutrition Estimates collaboration 
between WHO, UNICEF and the World Bank. 
 
Nutrition landscape information system 
(NLiS): This database brings together all existing 
WHO Global Nutrition Databases dynamically, 

as well as other existing food and nutrition-re-
lated data from partner agencies. NLiS is a 
web-based tool that provides nutrition and 
nutrition-related health and development data 
in the form of automated country profiles and 
user-defined downloadable data. Sources in-
clude WHO, UNICEF, the UN Statistics Division, 
the UN Development Programme, the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization, Demographic 
and Health Surveys, the World Bank, the Inter-
national Food Policy Research Institute and 
the International Labour Organization.  

Collectively, the portal offers easy-to-use 
functionality and allows users – such as re-
searchers, health practitioners, policy-makers 
or even citizen scientists – access to a rich 
source of nutrition data free of charge. 
 
For more information, please explore the 
portal at https://platform.who.int/nu-
trition/nutrition-portals 

Free course: Operational 
research for humanitarians

T
he University of Geneva has recently 
launched a massive open online course 
(MOOC) for humanitarian professionals 
and early career researchers from any 

sector. The course, taught in English (through 
an estimated 16 hours of self-learning), does 
not require any prior knowledge and provides 
learners with the fundamental skills to handle 
humanitarian research concepts and methods. 

It aims to make humanitarian action more ev-
idence-based. It features flexible deadlines, 
and the University of Geneva provides a share-
able certificate of attainment upon completion.  

 
The course has been developed by the 

Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies, in 
partnership with Aga Khan University, Pakistan, 
and the International Committee of the Red 

Cross (ICRC). It aims to build a bridge between 
research and practice. The syllabus covers im-
portant questions, such as how can research 
be used for humanitarian practice? What are 
the most appropriate research methods in 
these contexts? How can I judge the quality of 
the evidence in question? Is evidence applicable 
to the context I work in? How can populations 
in a situation of vulnerability be protected 
during a study? The MOOC is designed as a 
five-week learning journey with alternating 
videos, quizzes, exercises and assignments. 

 
Users can enrol for free at any time and ac-

cess content from expert instructors: Karl Blan-
chet, Faculty of Medicine, University of Geneva; 
Francesca Grandi and Emilie Venables, ICRC; 
Sameen Siddiqi, Maleeha Naseem, and Jai Das, 
Aga Khan University, Karachi; and Benjamin 
Schmid, Geneva Centre of Humanitarian Studies, 
University of Geneva. 

 
For more information about the course, as 
well as information about enrolment and the 
syllabus, please visit 
https://www.coursera.org/learn/research-
humanitarian 
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Data analysis with WHO 
and collaborators

https://platform.who.int/nutrition/nutrition-portals
https://platform.who.int/nutrition/nutrition-portals

